Councillor Jeanette Sunderland (Leader of Liberal Democrat
Group) - “For me the most important progress made by women
is financial; we can own, inherit and bequeath property, apply for a
loan or a credit card on the same terms as men and have the right
to claim equal pay for equal work.”

Shanaz Gulzar (Artist) - ‘I think the most significant progress
has been the right over our own bodies and our own lives, this
then empowers us to be change makers in all walks of public life,
whilst not forgetting for our sisters across the world this is still an
on going battle.”
Kongosi Mussanzi (Retired Refugee Support Worker
and Campaigner) - “Women have more opportunities
nowadays to be able to study and do all kinds of jobs like
President, Prime Minister, Judge, Lawyer, Pilot, Artist and
Architect…”

Fiona Broadfoot (Director of Build a Girl) – “We haven’t
smashed the patriarchy yet but we will do!”

Mary Dowson (Director of BCB Radio) - “The ability to have
control over their own bodies and access to education”

Councillor Shakeela Lal (Chief Whip of Labour Group “Women have a voice.”

Lyn Harrison (Midwife) – “More women today have access
to safe childbirth, contraception and abortion.We still need to
fight for the same rights for our sisters all over the world.”

Amria Khatun (Intergration Lead - Bradford) - “The recognition that women are not second-class citizens and have
every right to lead and participate in every sphere of society
as doctors, law makers, mothers and dinner ladies; realising
their power and position refusing to be ignored in democracy
or at home.”

Ella Curtis (Special Olympics GB Cyclist) - “Women can do
anything now.”
Councillor Rosie Watson - “Making ourselves heard in a
male-dominated world”

Kristina Diprose (Shipley Feminist Zealots) - “There is so much
to celebrate in what women have achieved in the last 100 years,
becoming much more visible in public life, politics, the workplace,
as artists and storytellers and in all of the varied roles that we play.
I commute into Sheffield and pass the ‘Women of Steel’ sculpture
on my way into the office most days, a reminder that Yorkshire
women can step up to pretty much anything and are hard as
nails!”
Councillor Beverley Mullaney – “Women are now given
more opportunities to fight against racism, classism and
sexism that were otherwise inaccessible to them; making all
women phenomenal.”

Councillor Sarah Ferriby - “Having the opportunity through
politics to make a positive difference to communities across
the country.”

Jenny Wilson (Director of Irregular Arts) - “Women got
the vote and didn’t stop there - we have kept on working for
consent, for our autonomy and choice and freedom, and we
have won important rights to determine what we do with our
lives, relationships and bodies.”

Tracy Jones (Cleansing Operative) - “We’ve opened up
a lot of doors for other women. A lot of people are still
surprised to see a female doing this type of work.”

Judith Cummins (Labour MP Bradford South) - “The changes
on equality and the increase in our political and economic voice.”

Jo Quinton-Tulloch (Director of the Science and Media
Museum) - “Women have more choice and control over their
lives, for example the contraceptive pill is readily available to all
women through the NHS.”

Sandra Brown (Equality Together) - “The most important
progress women have made is fighting for the right to vote
in public elections.”

Baroness Margaret Eaton (House of Lords and first woman
leader of Bradford Council) – “The financial emancipation of
women and the recognition of their independence from their
husbands or fathers has enabled women to take their equal
place in the world of business.”
Carolyn Mendelsohn (Photographer) - “The right to vote of
course, but also It was only in 1991that rape in marriage was
made a criminal offence - I believe that women are finding
their voice and are now able to be heard, and listened to in a
way that even 20 years ago didn’t happen. We are still making headway in order to pave the way for a better future for
our sisters, nieces, cousins, friends and daughters”

Deb Collett (Artworks Creative Communities) “We have seized the opportunity technology offers to increase
our organising and sisterhood – locally and globally”

Hannah Burgess (Artworks Creative Communities) - “So
much and not enough! I think a defining moment in this country
was gaining autonomy over our own bodies - something not yet
universal. Women have always had a voice, but now we have the
means to be heard...”
With regret, Kersten and Uduak were unable to attend the photoshoot but their
inclusion in this project was important to us...

Syima Aslam (Director of Bradford Literature Festival) - “In
a Western context women have made enormous progress in the
ideological development and activism of feminism, from the first
wave to the fourth wave; the advancement of the primary concerns
of the movement in 100 years from the securing of basic human
rights and women’s suffrage to the interrogation of its internal
structures to identify prejudices and inequalities within the movement, exemplifies the indomitability of women’s spirit and has
created progress not only for women but true social progress.”
Councillor Rebecca Poulson (Deputy Leader of the
Conservative Group) - “The fact that I can stand for
election to represent my community as a Councillor is testament to the sacrifices women have made. Women can
now be elected as councillors and MP’s and I believe this is
one of the biggest achievements over the last 100 years”

Kersten England (Chief Executive of Bradford Council)- “Sometimes it’s easy to be weary of and angry about how far we still have
to go to achieve equality for women. Every day I see evidence of
the harm that gender based violence wreaks on women’s lives, selfesteem and ability to flourish. But this is a moment for celebration.
So I celebrate all those women who have seized the opportunities
to be who they wish to be and to fulfil their dreams over the last 100
years and the hard won legislative and social change that has made
it possible. We are everywhere in all spheres of life and that’s where
we should be”
Uduak Archibong (Professor of Diversity and Director
of the Centre of Inclusion and Diversity) - “In spite of
the fact that over time, women have been exposed to unimaginable opportunities, including attaining the highest
positions in some of our best organisations, they still face
challenges which have however, become surmountable”

We asked the 36 amazing women involved in the picture to write a sentence in answer to one key question
“What do you think is the most important progress women have made in the last 100 years?”
Lynrose Kirby (Chair of Artworks Creative Communities)
- “There have always been resourceful, capable, intelligent,
talented women in the world; it’s just that in the past 100 years
some of the barriers which have stopped them using these

Councillor Joanne Dodds (FGM Champion and ex-Mayor) “In terms of occupations and careers, women can be what they
want to be, from high court judges to fire-fighters women are
actively engaged & excelling in occupations that they were once
disqualified from.”

qualities in public and private life have been overcome.”
Angela Pryce (Custodian at City Park) - “Women have
more say in the workplace and at home.”
Victoria Exley (First Bus Driver) - “The most important progress I think women have made in the last 100 years is gaining
the confidence to speak out, be heard and being valued.”

Anne McNeil (Director of Impressions Gallery) - “The Equal
Pay Act 1970. An act to prevent discrimination as regards terms
and conditions of employment between men and women. And
the requirement of equal treatment for men and women in the
same employment.”

Bev Morton (Founder of Artworks Creative Communities
and Coach/Facilitator) - “Generations of women before us
were engaged in doing what’s right for our families. In my own
generation, we have also been able to take the opportunity to
also do what’s right for us. That’s what’s different.”

Fiz Ahmed (Police Officer) - “We have made significant
progress in many areas of life, education, politics health, public
services, arts, engineering and we have shown that nothing
should be off limits – sisterhood rocks!”

ABOUT THE PROJECT...
In 1918 the Ministry of Information sent Flora Lion north to paint
women working for the war effort. In 2018 my sister Ruth sent
me an image of Women’s Canteen at Phoenix Works Bradford,
and Flora’s stunning painting of Bradford women captured my
heart and imagination. Here we were, celebrating 100 since some
women gained the vote, but the working class women so vividly
depicted would have been too young, too poor to exercise that
hard won right. Let’s pay homage to them by recreating and rejuvenating the picture in 2019, and populate it with today’s Bradford women reflecting our range of experience, aspirations and
achievements – Phoenix Women 100 Years On.
This project was only possible with an enormous amount of goodwill and support. So many thanks to Victoria Hall Saltaire for allowing us to use the venue at no cost, City of Bradford Metropolitan
District Council for some funding, CBMDC and Firstbus for releasing and supporting workers to take part, Carolyn Mendelsohn for
creatively realising the idea (and so much more), Jonathan Turner
and Connie Ohr for their invalubale help on the photoshoot and
to all my colleagues at Artworks Creative Communities for advice,
encouragement and enthusiasm. And a massive THANK YOU to
the Phoenix Women past and present.

www.artworkscreative.org.uk

Cas Heron (Chair of Bradford Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse
Survivors) - “Statement for 100 years ought to read NOT
ENOUGH but one has to be polite nd hopeful eh? 100 years
wimmin are finally finding their own voices nd courage to make
changes.“

Yemi Fagborun MBE (CEO Peacemakers International
and Women in Safe Hands) - “There has been an increase
in women participation.”

Eleanor Barrett (Director of Brick Box) - “The biggest
advance I think women have made in the last 100 years
is taking control of our fertility so that it does not have to
dictate our life’s journey.”

Joolz Denby (Writer) - “Through the dedication and bravery
of Feminist women’s’ fight for women’s equality, huge steps
have been made towards a fairer world for all. The fight is not
over by any means though, and it is heartening to see young
women taking up the banner.”

Phoenix Women - 100 Years On
A celebration of women then and women now for
International Women’s Day 2019

Women’s Canteen at Phoenix Works, Bradford
Flora Lion (1918)

Phoenix Women - 100 Years On at Victoria Hall in Saltaire
Carolyn Mendelsohn (2019)

